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The evidence of waste and extravagance which
is being dragged out before the select Committee
over which Lord Randelph Churchill presides, is
appalling. In one Department of the War Office
it cost £ 5000 to supervise an expenditure of £250
per year,

* » *

What Zruth calls * the butcher's bill " for the
Burmah campaign has been received from Simla.
The British army has lost from disease and in
action, 35 officers dead, 54 wounded, 125 invalided,
Soldiers: 624 dead, 111 wounded, and 1,502
invalided. Natives of all ranks: 1,004 dead, 315
wounded, ;:nd 2,594 invalided. .

For six hours on Saturday the 2oth inst. the
Government were heckled and badgered about
Egypt, Arabi Pasha and Sir Drummond Wolff.
The countenances of ministers were a study

—especially that of Mr. * Closuve Smith "—which
was one of blank despair, and' their repeated
glances at the clock showed plainly enough how
rejoiced they would be when the hand pointed
10 .45 ami relieved them from their misery.

o> - L

The extraordinary sitting was convened to vole
supplies. Instead however of obtaining money, the
ministerial benches were fairly bombarded by
member after member with speeches and attacks,
in which nearly every phase of the Egyptian ques-
tion was opened up. ‘The policy of the Govern-
ment was defended in a flaccid speech by Sir J.
Ferguson Eul not a penny was voted.

*

During the sittings of the Trades TJnion Con.
gress at Swansea a public meeling will be held in
support of our principles. The Trades Council
have very kindly promised us the use of the
Albert Hall in which the Congress is to meet.
The Mayor will preside, and in addition to several
delegates attending the Congress, Messrs. Abraham,
M.P.,, Fenwick, M.P,, Pickard, M.P., Cremer,
M.P., and John Wilson, ex M.P., have promised to
speak on the occasion.

* L] L3

The friends and advocates of peace are getling
into very respectable society. The Conference of
the Association for the Reform and Codification
of International Law was held in the Guildhail
and the Lord Mayor invited the members of the
Conference to dine with him. One of our well-
known judges, Mr. Justice-Butt, presided at the
first sitting of the Conference, and in his opening
address earnestly advocated International Arbitra-
tion. The Attorney-General, Sir Richard Webster,
M.P,, also took an active part in the progeedings.

+* *

Of course it goes without saying that Mr. Henry
Richard's paper on the ‘“Further Progress of
International Arbitration” was an able one, and
that its delivery was listened ta with wrapt atten-
tion. We were glad to note that Mr, Justice Butt
and the Attorney-General paid a well merited
compliment to Mr. Richard, The discussion which
followed the reading of the paper was taken part
in by Mr. Dudley Field, who presided on the
occasion, Mr, Rowntree, M.P,, Mr. Cremer, M.P,,
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Mr. Snape, Sir Wilfrid Lawson, M. F. Passy,
member of the French Parliament, Professor Levi,
Sir J. Pease, M.P., Dr. Pankhurst, and others.
My, Richard was warmly thanked for his paper.

» » *

The address to the American President and
Congress. Up to the time of going to press 207
Members of Parliament have signed the address,
11 of them being Conservatives. We should have
been glad to have secured the adhesion of a
greater number of Conservatives, and invitations
were forwarded to nearly every member of
that political party ; 150 of the signatures are the
result of a personal canvas by Mr, Cremer, the
remainder were obtained by correspondence. Next
month the entire list will be published in the
Aréitrafor. Nearly all the members of the late
Liberal Government who sit in the House of
Commons have appended their signatures, several
of them expressing their cordial approval of the
effort, That locks healthy,

® * -

If the Germans are not what is called smart or
lively in their doings, they are shrewd and quite
ready to turn an honest penny, even when by
doing so they help to increase the popularity of
those who are considered to be their enemies.
Over and over again the leaders of the French
Patriotic League have protested against drinking
German beer, being shaved by German barbers, or
being attended upon by German waiters, but the
frantic appeals of the perfervid patriots appears to
produce little effect, for the consumption of beer goes
on, and the supply of barbers and waiters does not
diminish.

#* * *

But the patriots have a new grievance, for while
the League has been actively denouncing anything
and everything German, the discovery has been
made that while the League was vapouring and
manifesting in favour of General Boulanger as the
man who was to head a war of revenge, the cool
matter of fact Germans were busily engaged
exporting into France a large quantity of General
Boulanger's portraits. To turn to their own proht
the hatred of their enemies, is not only smart, but
an admirable way of taking revenge.

#* - #*

Some months ago General Fitz Wygram
discoursed for npwards of an hour to a handful of
members in the House of Commeons, upon the
subject of Horses. The burden of his song was,
that the Government would be unable to obtain a
sufficient supply in the event of a war, and that
they ought to take immediate steps to increase
the breed.

* L4 *
Well, anent the subject which is evidently a
favourite one with the gallant General, an
American Journal observes: ‘It is computed

that a war in Europe would destroy Lwenty
thousand horses a month. War ministers are
locking ahout all over the world to see where
they can get horses enough for their armies,
England reckens her horses at two milljons;
she has none to spare. Russia has twenty-
three millions, but will not allow a horse 1o
be exported. Canada has a million horses, and
the United States twelve millions. We trust not
one American horse will be sacrificed to the
insensate ambition of European despots. During
the war in Turkey twelve thousand horses were
left dead and dying on the battlefield.

* - L

Sir John Swinburne presided over 2 Conference
convened by the International Arbitration Asso-
ciation at the Westminster Palace Hotel on the
18th inst. The object of the Conference was te
consider the Egyptian difficulty, which like “the
poor is always with us”? Sir J. Campbell, M.P.
Mr, Rowntree, M.P., Mr. P. Stanhope, M.P., Mr,
Cremer, M.P, Mr. Allison, M.P., Mr. Wilfred
Blunt, Mr. Hodgson Pratt, and others took part
in the proceedings which were somewhat inter-
fered with by a wvery small band—about six
in number, who moved amendments to every
resolution.  In every instance they were however
defeated, and resolutions in favour of our with-
drawing from Egypt, and releasing Arabi Pasha,
were adopted with the excepticn of the six
dissentients,

* * #

Commenting upon the death of the great Ger-
man gun maker, Le Socialiste remarks, ** The
world-wide kgown Krupp is dead, He was a
typical bourgeois patriot, ready to sell his terrible
engines of destruction te any nation that would
pay his price. The armourers of Saint-Etienne,
of Saint-Chamond and other places rivalling the
celebrated manufacturers of Spain, supply arms 1o
all comers, and the rifles of the Anamites, and
Chinese used against the French troops, may have
issued from French armowies, or from those of
their allies. Such is bourgeois patriotism and
international amity.”’

WHO BEGAN IT.

Amidst the criticisms with which our Association has
had to contend during the seventeen years of its exist-
ence, no one has ever accused us of exaggerating our
importance, or blowing our own trumpet ; but only those
who have been engaged in our organizing, administrative
and propagandist work, know how repeatedly we have
efficed ourselves,and how often after starting and piloting
movements in which we were scarcely seen, but which






