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THE FOUNDER

WILLIAM RANDAL CREMER was born on [8th March 1828,
at Fareham, Hants. He lived 1n poverty during his childhood.
He became a carpenter and moved to London 1n 1852, where
he founded the Workmen's Peace Committee in 1870, that
became in 1871 the Weorkmen's Peace Association, and a httle
later, the International Arbitration League,

from the beginning the establishment of a “High Court of
Nations was proposed, and this Court was to draw up a code of
International Law. As early as 1863 Cremer was largely respon-
sible for convening a great meettng (n St. James's Hall regarding
the Algbama dispute during the American Civil War, and he
criticised the Government for permitting the ship to sail, The
League advocated the settlement of the subsequent claim by
arbitration, and throughout the following years, particularly
after 1885, when he entered Parliament, Cremer consistently
pressed for arbitration as a means of settling international dis-

utes,
P In 1887 Cremer founded a great Interparliamentary Union;
and the Hague Peace Conferences of 1899 and 1907 were largely
the result of Cremer’s work. Thus the Permanent Court of
Arbitration, set up in 1900, from which has stemmed the Inter-
national Court of Justice, was the realization of Cremer’s
dream. Cremer was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1903 and
was knighted in 1907, His bust, with that of his friend, Andrew
Carnegle, stands inthe Peace Palace at The Hague. Cremer died
on 22nd July £908.
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