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THE FOUNDER
WILLIAM RANDAL CREMER was born on 18th March 1828,
at Fareham, Hants. He lived in poverty during his childhood.
He became a carpenter and moved to London in 1852, where
he founded the Workmen's Peace Committee in 1870, that
became in 1871 the Workmen's Peace Association, and a little
later, the International Arbitration League.

From the beginning the establishment of a "High Court of
Nations was proposed, and this Court was to draw up a code of
International Law. As early as 1863 Cremer was largely respon-
sible for convening a great meeting in St. James's Hall regarding
the Alabama dispute during the American Civil War, and he
criticised the Government for permitting the ship to sail. The
League advocated the settlement of the subsequent claim by
arbitration, and throughout the following years, particularly
after 1885, when he entered Parliament, Cremer consistently
pressed for arbitration as a means of settling international dis-
putes.

In 1889 Cremer founded a great Interparliamentary Union;
and the Hague Peace Conferences of 1899 and 1907 were largely
the result of Cremer's work. Thus the Permanent Court of
Arbitration, set up in 1900, from which has stemmed the Inter-
national Court of Justice, was the realization of Cremer's
dream. Cremer was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1903 and
was knighted in 1907. His bust, with that of his friend, Andrew
Carnegie, stands in the Peace Palace at The Hague. Cremer died
on 22nd July 1908.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS

CO-EXISTENCE OR NO EXISTENCE

Sir Winston Churchill, speaking on 9th November at the Lord Mayor's
banquet in Guildhall, said that he believed that the Powers of the East
and West should try to live in a friendly and peaceful way with each
other. He continued:

"It would certainly not be to any one's disadvantage if they
tried. We do not agree with Soviet Communism or with their system
of one-party uniformity. We think there is a great deal to be said for
two parties, and even three. Let me say there is also a great deal to
be said for nature and variety and that governments are made for
men, not men for governments.

"But if the Soviets really like being governed by officials in a sealed
pattern, and so long as they do not endanger the safety or freedom of
others, that is a matter for them to decide for themselves. Nothing is
final. Change is unceasing, and it is very likely that mankind may
have a lot more to learn before they come to their journey's end.

"One thing is certain: with the world divided as it is at present,
freedom of our vast international association can only be founded
upon strength, and strength can only be maintained by unity.

"The whole foundation of our existence stands on our alliance,
friendship, and an increasing sense of brotherhood with the United
States, and we are also developing increasingly intimate ties with
France, Germany, Italy, and the Low Countries which are stronger
and more practical than any that have yet been devised.

"From these solemn and important agreements we hope that we
shall be able to create that peace through strength which will allow
time to play its healing part and bring about an altogether easier
relationship all over the world. We might even find ourselves in a few
years moving along a broad, smooth causeway of peace and plenty,
instead of roaming around on the rim of hell. For myself I am an
optimist—it does not seem to be much use being anything else—and
I cannot believe that the human race will not find its way through
the problems that confront it, although they are separated at the
present time by a measureless gulf from any they have known before.

"I look forward to the time when, having, to use Sir Anthony
Eden's words, brought about a stability and a common purpose in
the west, we shall have established the essential basis on which we
can seek an understanding with the east. Thus we may by patience,
courage, and in orderly progression reach the shelter of a
calmer and kindlier age.


