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NOTES AND COMMENTS
Changes in the Staff

New names will be noticed in the list of the TAL Council. We welcome
these new and, of course, voluntary helpers, but we cannot resist the
opportunity of placing on record our indebtedness to other assistants who have
worked hard for the League during very difficult times. It is a pleasure to list
Mr. T. Driffleld Hawkm as Hon. Librarian and we thank him for all he has done
m his previous capacity of Hon Secretary. In place of Mr. Morley C. Chancellor
as Treasurer we have Mrs. J. Heathcote. We are grateful to the one for past
sci vices and anticipate with thankfulness the assistance of the other. The
publicity Mr. A. E. Smith has been able to secure for the League has been much
appreciated, and this paragraph must not end without a sincere " Thank you "
to our C hairman, Mr. George Bryans, for all his invaluable guidance and
practical help, and to our President, Lord Ammon, for his active co-operation
in the work of the League.

India- Possible Arbitrator?
( an it be that the role of India in Korean affairs may yet be an important

one? There is some special aura about that great country. Many students
of international affairs see in the peculiar quality of that land and its rulers a
hope for the peaceful settlement of the unfortunate Korean problem.

I here is a limit set to the time of the duration of deliberations. If no
solution is found in that time, may we suggest that arbitration may be a means
of settlement? All concerned can accept an arbitral decision without loss of
" face." Arbitration can give that calm, careful, collected consideration that
is so difficult of achievement by those actually involved m the dispute.

Instead of the only other terrible alternative that the possible breakdown
of negotiations seems to present us with let us give consideration to this
proposal that arbitration may be the solution.

International Arbitration and Randall Cremer
" The London Quarterly and Holborn Review," contained in its April issue

an admirable article by one who until recently was the I.A.L. Secretary,
Mr. 1. Driffield Hawkm The story that is so familar to our members glowed
again as the writer showed how " occasions made Cremer " no less than
" Cremer made occasions." The conclusion of the article is a noble paragraph
coming, as it does, from a sincere worker in the cause of peace.

" The proverb says ' Hope deferred makes the heart sick.' But we
who have survived the failure of the first experiment in World Peace and
the second World War, need not despair if the United Nations should not
fulfil our hopes, for Man's extremity is God's opportunity. If ever there
was a time for putting a cheerful courage on, it is today, in the conviction
that God is working His purpose out . . . and the time shall surely be,
when the earth shall be full of the Glory of God, as the waters cover the
sea'."

THE ARBITRATOR 3



House of Commons Luncheon

The Cremer Celebration Luncheon for 1953 was held in the House of
Commons on Tuesday, 5th May. A separate account of this has been issued
in a small booklet, price sixpence, of which a few copies are still available.

The Guest of Honour was the Minister of State, The Rt. Hon. Selwyn
Lloyd, C.B.E., T.D., Q.C., M.P. Lord Ammon presided.

Mr. Selwyn Lloyd called Cremer " a man before his time," and, referring
to the Permanent Court of Arbitration and the function of the League today,
he continued:

" That the necessary equipment for settling international disputes is now
ready to hand, does not mean that there is no more work for your organization
to do." While he would not attempt to dictate a policy to the I.A.L., it
certainly seemed to him that—especially if the machinery for reasonable settle-
ments was not always used to the full extent that it might be—there would still
be a job of work for societies such as ours to perform.

The League could help to educate public opinion, the moral weight of which
" could be of great assistance to right-minded governments."

Mr. Selwyn Lloyd hoped that the League would continue to press for the
adoption throughout the world of those reasonable principles on which Cremer
had founded it. He thought the League had certain great advantages—such
as that of being a completely independent force. He thought it a very good
thing that our League represented all aspects of political opinion and was tied
to no one party. " Bodies such as yours have served a very useful purpose in
our public life," he said, " and I hope they will long continue to do so."

The Rt. Hon. Arthur Henderson, Q.C., M.P., responded. He stated he
had been a Vice-President of the League for sixteen years and he recognized
that the task of the League was far from being completed.

It was the I.A.L.'s duty to challenge all governments to adopt those
principles for which it stood, and for which its Founder had established it.
Unless the machinery of arbitration was used on every occasion in international
disputes that it might be, the work of the League was certainly not finished.
He agreed with President Eisenhower that there were no outstanding inter-
national questions which could not be solved by peaceful means.

Among those present were: The Brazilian Ambassador, the Mexican
Minister-Counsellor, and the Principal Private Secretary to the High Com-
missioner for India, who was absent in Dublin.

The Deputy Speaker of the House of Commons was among the Members of
Parliament who attended; and the Rev. W. F. Lofthouse, D.D., one of our
Vice-Presidents, and Mr. C. Bradlaugh Bonner, M.A., President of the World
Union of Freethinkers, were also present.

The Times, Manchester Guardian, The Daily Telegraph and Press Association
were individually represented; while Reuters sent one of their Diplomatic
Correspondents, and the Manchester Guardian was additionally represented by
its Diplomatic Correspondent, Mr. Guy Wint.

Cases at The Hague Court

Here are some of the recent activities of the International Court:—
AN ECHO OF THE CORFU CHANNEL CASE.—We reported in The Arbitrator,

Vol. 80, No. 1, page 13, the appointment of an arbitrator regarding the contested
rights of Albania and Italy to a quantity of gold transferred from Rome to Germany
in 1943. The arbitrator declared that the gold belonged to Albania, and it was
agreed that the gold, if found, would be delivered to the United Kingdom in partial
satisfaction for the award of Compensation in connection with the explosion of
mines in the Corfu Channel (see The Arbitrator, Vol. 78, No. 2, pages 16 to 20).
Albania, however, has the right to contest this and Italy, also, could apply to the

4 THE ARBITRATOR



Court for the gold to be delivered to that country Italy duly made application,
and the subject is before the Court the Italian Government having been given a
time limit (15th December 1953) within which hei case must be presented, together
with documents in support

GIATEMVLA AND LIECHTENSTEIN—On 10th November, 1953, Guatemala
objected to the jurisdiction of the Court in what is known as the Nottebohm case
between the Principality of Liechtenstein and the Republic of Guatemala Befoic
proceedings on the mam issue can take place hearing must bs given to the arguments
of the Governments concerned regarding this objection raised by Guatemala

1HLY ENTER THE COURTS—In accordance with a Resolution of the Security
Council in 1946, States that arc not Members of the United Nations may apply
foi the right to use the Couit after making a declaration that it will (a) accept the
jurisdiction of the Court, (&) comply m good faith with the decision of the Court and
(c) accept all the obligations of a Member of the U N under Article 94 of the Chartei
Such States at present include Italy, regarding the gold referred to in the first case
reported above Spam, with regard to certain disputes with U S A , Finland, for
the settlement of any disputes that may arise with Sweden and Norway Cambodia,
Ceylon, Japan, Laos and Vietnam, in respect of disputes relating to the interpretation
or application of the Treaty of San Francisco of 8th September, 1951

FRENCH v LEBANESE REPUBLICS —A French Company (Societe Electncite de
Beyrouth) holding concessions m Lebanon is in dispute with the Lebanese Republic
and France has made application to the Court for a declaration that the Lebanese
Government has failed and is under an obligation, to enter into negotiation with
the Company in respect of any modifications of the Company's situation and to
make good the damage suffered as the result of the measures taken

GREECE i 1HE UNITED KINGDOM—A Greek shipowner, M Ambatielos,
claimed to have suffered damage as a result of measures taken by the Butish
authorities The United Kingdom originally claimed that The Hague Couit had
no jurisdiction in this matter The Court, however, found that it had, but latci
gave its Judgment that the United Kingdom must submit the case to arbitration

UNITED KINGDOM AND THE FRENCH RFPUBLIC—Both countries have
laid claim to sovereignty over groups of small islands and rocks off the coast of
Jersey, called respectively Mmquiers and Ecrehos groups As the claims rely on
documents some of which go back to the Middle Ages, it will be seen that their
settlement will be no easy matter

As Sir Arnold McNair is a national of one of the Parties in the dispute he could not act
as President, so the Court sits ,for this case, under its Vice-President, M J G
Guerrero

However long protracted the case may be we can be glad that theie is the machineiy
at The Hague for dealing with it, and the possibility of fighting for possession of
the islets and rocks with their valuable fisheries and oyster beds does not arise '

As we go to press we hear that judgment has been given unanimously in favour of the
United Kingdom

COURI'S REGIS 1R\R — On 23rd October, 1953, the International Court elected
as its Registrar M Julio Lopez Ohvan, who was Registrar of the Permanent Court
of International Justice from 1936 until that Court's dissolution in 1946

Obituary

We have lost friends and supporters by the deaths of Sir Drummond Shielb
Secretary of the British branch of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, Sir Herbert
Dunmco, at one time Vice-President of the Bureau International de la Paix,
Geneva, a member of the International Law Association and a life-long worker
for peace m the world, the Duke of Bedford, who, with many interests that
some called unusual, held very strong views on disarmament and the functions
of an International Police Force, and, lastly, Miss Huntsman, who was con-
nected with the League for fifty years and for a very long time tarried out duties
at the League's offices.

Mr. Dudley Senanayake We regret that our Vice-Presidcnt, Mr.
Dudley Senanayake, has had to resign his position as Prime Minister in Ceylon,
compelled by ill-health. He is a man, who, following his father's tradition,
gave up his strength and undoubted abilities in the cause of his country.
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