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WHAT WE FIGHT FOR
T last the appeals of peace lovers for an

authentic statement of the objects aimed at by
our Government in winning the war has m&t

with a response. I t is set out in the declaration
printed on another page, signed on behalf, not only of
our own, but also of the United States Government,
by the two men who* represent, as no others can, the
overwhelming desires of the English speaking peoples,
of the conquered nations now suffering under Nazi
tyranny, and of Eussia, unconquered but valiantly
resisting Nazi attack.

In his broadcast on Sunday, August 23rd, Mr.
Churchill described it as' " a simple, rough and ready
war-time statement of the goal," and urges the
oppressed to " have faith, have hope " for " deliver-
ance is sure."

At this stage a statement other than in general
terms is neither wise nor indeed possible. None can
foresee the conditions that will arise when Nazism
is destroyed, nor the detailed steps needed to heal
the wounds inflicted on the whole world by the Nazi
horror, which will certainly include famine and pes-
tilence, and almost compel the victors to become Good
Samaritans to the victims, even the German victims.
For millions of Germans who, in spite of the plunder
Nazis have stolen, are even now rationed to the verge
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of hunger, by then will only be kept alive by sharing
in the food stocks now being accumulated by the
British and American Governments. That very fact
may mitigate and in time eliminate the poison of hate
which Nazism has taught German youth to cultivate
as a patriotic duty, and bring Germany back into the
comity of nations.

WORLD WIDE DEMOCRACY OR NOTHING

What, then, are our peace aims " after the final
destruction of Nazi tyranny," which of course includes
Fascist tyranny? That is the essential preliminary
without which none of our aims can be realised. They
involve nothing short of a new world order in which
shall be restored to all peoples freedom to manage
their own affairs within their own borders under forms
of government chosen by themselves, without aggran-
disement or annexation by victors or forcible seizure
of territory from the vanquished. This means world
wide democracy or it means nothing. Self-chosen
government must be elective. All forms of autocracy
and dictatorship must go.

The seas, trade and raw materials of the world are
to be open to all states " on equal terms " and " with-
out hindrance." Equal terms cannot consist with
tariffs, quotas and the hundreds of hindrances that
now exist, creating inequality, injustice, monopoly
and friction leading to war. We interpret this aim,
therefore, as world free trade, which would protect
consumers, reduce prices and thereby raise real wages
and the standard of living for the working classes in
all lands, who> are 99 per cent, of the whole.

FREEDOM FROM FEAR AND WANT

Indeed, next to enduring peace—" freedom from
fear,''—the purpose set forth in this declaration is to
establish " freedom from want " by bringing about
" the fullest collaboration between all nations in the
economic field," thus uniting them in mutual efforts
to perpetuate and extend the work of the Interna-
tional Labour Office, which has already pointed the
way and induced many nations to take simultaneous
steps towards " improved labour standards and social
security." This confirms Mr. Eden's recent statement
" social security will be our policy abroad not less
than at home." Social security means assured em-
ployment or maintenance for all able and willing to
work. The declaration should bring hope, courage and
endurance to the under-dog, not only in conquered
countries but in Germany and at home. Its realisa-
tion would revolutionise social conditions everywhere
and gradually so equalise them as to minimise and
in time abolish class and racial division, and make
possible the brotherhood of man.

TWO INDISPENSABLE CONDITIONS

But realisation is possible only if peace is secured
and made permanent. And peace can b& neither
established nor maintained until Nazism is overthrown
and its partisans are made powerless. To that end the
first condition is victory, the second insurance against
aggression, the third personal liberty with equal oppor-
tunity and even justice for every man.

Assured of victory, the two great leaders propose to
provide against future war by depriving aggressive
nations of arms, the non-aggressives retaining force
enough to prevent re-arming and to restore law and
order throughout a chaotic Europe; then to> work for

the abandonment of the use of force " and " lighten
for peace loving people the crushing burden of arma-
ments." First, peace assured and enduring, then
relief, not only moral but financial, then co-operation
to promote mutual material wellbeing and goodwill.

Except extreme nonresisters all peace lovers can
rally to the trumpet call of this declaration and should
be unsparing in time, labour and money, and in effort
to realise these aims by thought, study and missionary
zeal. Agreement on general principles is not difficult.
The differences will arise in applying them. Then
they will be found to involve sacrifice of privileged
interests to the general good, for " equal terms " pre-
clude privilege. Unless public opinion is informed
and enlightened beforehand each vested interest
threatened will organise bitter opposition which will
delay and may defeat reforms essential to the peace
and progress aimed at. Peace lovers must be up and
doing during the war if their principles are to prevail
after the war. H.G.C.

THE ATLANTIC CHARTER A WORLD CHARTER
The Atlantic Charter was endorsed unanimously by

all the Allies at a meeting of the Inter-Allied Council
held at St. Jame's Palace on September 24, which
passed the following resolution:—

The Governments of Belgium, Czechoslovakia,
Greece, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, the U.S.S.E., and Yugoslavia, and repre-
sentatives of General de Gaulle, leader of Free
Frenchmen, having taken note of the Declaration,
recently drawn up by the President of the United
States and by the Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill,
on behalf of his Majesty's Government in the United
Kingdom, now make known their adherence to the
common principles of policy set forth in that
Declaration and their intention to co-operate to the
best of their ability in giving effect to them."
The most noteworthy feature of this gathering was

a declaration by Mr. Maisky on behalf of Eussia (the
U.S.S.E.):—

" The Soviet Union is guided in its foreign policy
by the principle of self-determination of nations.
Accordingly, the Soviet Union defends the right of
every nation to the independence and territorial
integrity of its country, and its right to establish such
a> social order and to choose such a form of government
as it deems opportune and necessary for the better
promotion of its economic and cultural prosperity.
The Soviet Government proclaim their agreement with
the fundamental principles of the declaration of Mr.
Eoosevelt, President of the United Stages, and of Mr.
Churchill, Prime Minister of Great Britain. A con-
sistent application of these principles will secure the
most energetic support on the part of the Government
and peoples of the Soviet Union."

This declaration is an abandonment of the Bolshevic
policy of the early days of the Eussian Eevolution,
and should remove the mutual suspicions that for so
long prevented co-operation and understanding which
might have saved the world from the horrors of
Hitlerite war. And it makes more hopeful the outlook for
a World Federation against aggressors and against war.


