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POWER: THE CURSE OR THE
BLESSING

AS the war spreads its tentacles over the earth
its wickedness grows more and more appalling.
Power gendered in hate and ambition, exploit-

ing distress, built up by mob violence and terrorism,
maintained by spying, poisoning the minds of child-
ren, using treachery, multiplying traitors, rewarding
assassins and penalising innocence, substituting plun-
der for exchange and robbery for trade, tyranny for
justice and slavery for freedom, first within Germany,
now over Europe, is turning this beautiful earth into
a hideous hell. What is still worse, it is changing
human beings into brutes more cruel and savage than
beasts of prey.

EQUITABLY SHARED POWER

Power shared equitably among men involves respon-
sibility to men as individuals and to society, each to
all and all to each. So shared it makes evident their
interdependence, which, when realised, leads by a per-
fectly natural process to mutual help or co-operation,
to friendship and in due course to love. Whatever the
blunders made in efforts to reach it, the ultimate aim
of every true democrat is a society in which every
individual shares equitably in the God given resources
of nature, with equal opportunity to use them for his
own and others' good, but none to exploit them at
others' expense for his own profit. Such a society
would resolve all the differences between individualism
and collectivism, confer equal freedom on all, deny
tyranny to any and constitute a true democracy.
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ONE MAS POWER

Power uncontrolled, monopolised by one man or
one class, nation or race can never mean other than
what it means to-day in the hands of the German
Fuehrer. Hitler is its present-day incarnation, he and
the Hitlerettes who betray their fellow countrymen
in hope, under him, of becoming local Hitlers them-
selves. So from the Equator to the North Cape, from
Mid-Atlantic to the Black Sea, Europe and Africa are
deluged in blood, strewn with corpses, their cities
devastated, their people made helots and submerged
in misery, in order that Hitler may brag, the quis-
lings may quisle and the Germans may thieve the
food, starve the bodies and destroy the souls of popu-
lations whose only crime is their desire for peace and
their refusal to submit.

AN ORGY OF KILLING

Already the war has spread to Western Asia, whilst
in Eastern Asia like action by the Japan military caste
has produced like results over a vast area of China
and a period of nine years. As each country is
enslaved her people are compelled by forced labour,
starvation, the whip and the bludgeon to forg© her
own chains with her own materials and to help her
conqueror to conquer others. Now, by an act of
treachery unparalleled in magnitude but paralleled
in perfidy by those he has already commit-
ted, without a moment's notice, at the very
time when his ambassador was assuring Moscow
of his friendship, Hitler has attacked Eussia and added
her 180 millions to the multitude of his actual and
hoped for victims. He has also committed an act of
war upon America in American waters. Should
America come in practically the whole earth will be-
come a huge slaughter house and no country, however
remote, will escape the killers, just as no neutral now
escapes suffering from quarrels not its own.

The outlook for human life is appalling. A few
years more of this and it would become dehumanised.
But it cannot last. It bears in itself the seeds of
dissolution. Tyranny can cow; it cannot kill the soul.
The duty of stemming and rolling back the deluge of
decadence has fallen to the lot of the English speak-
ing peoples. Spite of temporary checks and local
defeats, with courage, patience and persistence we
cannot fail if we " keep the faith in unity of spirit "
and revive the hopes and unite the efforts of those in
all countries now writhing under Nazi and Fascist
tyranny. The way may be long, the loss and suffering
great, but the tide will turn, and if our leaders aban-
don revenge and determine on justice, liberty may
yet be not only restored where lost, but widened to
cover the earth, including places and peoples that
never yet knew it. Mr. Churchill ended his remark-
able speech to the statesmen assembled in St. James'
Palace " Lift up your hearts. All will come right.
Out of the depths of sorrow and sacrifice will be born
again the glory of mankind." That glory can live
only in the souls of free men. And the freedom must
be deeper and wider than merely not having to take
orders. For civilisation involves law and order.

Loyalty and service are of the essence of democratic
citizenship.

FREE CITIZENS OR HELOTS

Whatever its origin this war has evolved into a
struggle between force used to enslave and force
used to enfranchise, between making free men helots
and making helots citizens, between depriving men of
power to improve their lot and endowing them with
that power.

Much as we deplore the use of force, its use in
defence of freedom has been compelled by the action
of the dictators. Their force can be defeated only by
force. " They that take the sword shall perish by
the sword." There can be no compromise between
them and us any more than between light and dark-
ness, good and evil. Until the control of force has
been wrested from them and vested in some world
authority as a trust for the good of mankind and the
crushing of peace breaking individuals and nations
wherever and whenever they arise, the peoples of the
world can never achieve permanent peace, which alone
can make possible the defeat of hate and triumph of
goodwill as the motive governing international
relations.

War is hell. To call any war holy seems a contra-
diction in terms. But the cause of human freedom
is holy. If this can be won only by using all the
means available, of which material force is one, to neg-
lect it would insure defeat and be treason to the cause.
If the cause can sanctify the means this is a holy
war, which must and will be won.—H.G.C.

THE NEW POLAND
The Polish State set up after the last great war

contained more minority races than Poles and the
record of their treatment of minorities, not only Jews
but Galicians, Ukrainians and White Eussians, was
black. That the spirit of domination lives in some
Polish circles, even in this time of their exile and their
humiliation, has been shown by recent anti-Semitic
articles published by them in England. Nothing could
alienate English sympathy so much as the feeling that
liberty restored to the Poles would be used to deny it
to Jews or to other non-Poles who might live within
Polish boundaries.

The leaders who constitute the exiled government
realise this and are determined to prevent the return
of pre-war conditions. Here is their latest pronounce-
ment, which it is well to have on record when the
New Order in Europe is set up. " In accordance with
the sincerely democratic policy of the Government,
the principle of ' equal obligations, equal rights ' will
prevail in future Poland for all citizens irrespective
of nationality, race and religion. This is the attitude
of the Polish Government, which regards the practis-
ing of any anti-Semitic policy as harmful."—H.G.C

94,578 Bombed Civilians
Civilian air-raid casualties from January 1, 1940, to

the end of June last were 41,900 killed and 52,678
injured and in hospital.


