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THE HOLY NATION
AND ITS MISSION

By Hugh Joseph Schonfleld.

HE undersizading of man individueal, his peychalogy.

i pnbtn!:ia]:il‘:i!x. and hia p!rfﬁl:ihil.jt}r, i fRr in

advance of the understanding of man corporate or
national, The ideal of the sighteous man and the perfece
wan has long been before us ag a geawine goal af attun-
ment whirh each #iust strive to reach.  Blany waodld say
that the patterts of manbood has net only been set befoce
them ideally, hut bas been exhibited practically in One
whom they a¢cordingly venerate and seek to emulate.

Compared with the antiguity of even civilised man the
paticn 18 o moree than a babe o arma: it Ja & very jate-
camer Sie himory, Consequently there is a3 yel no fully-
developed ideal of nationhood, no clear perception af what
constitutes the cghtesus fation and the perfect oatéan inte
the likemess of which the pations should seek to grow,
Heither is it possible to point t0 any historical demopatoa-
ton of the pattemn of nationbood.

Weverthelesa, the qualities acrepted as noble In man
must be peacdy (dentlcal with these which sbould repre-
sent the nsbility of metlonhoad, for It (3 a corporele group-
ing of manhood.  Bur the trensference of these qualities
From man to pation bay been meatally dificult to achicve,
for the wirkues are o tive in conduct, and the conduct
af natiess in their relatlonablps bas hitherto been arbitracy
becauwie the sepze of national eesponsibility hee oot had
time to évalve Itke the sense of iodlvidual eesponsibdlity.
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[o its practical aspects the reallastion of the corporative
state ga & living crganims appesrs to be something new
though it hes been antlcipated in the Church io the
expresdion descriptive of it 2= ' the body of Chrst™ and
the gxplanation ynder this Bgure aof the murual depeind-
encg and  distingtive  functions of ite  members,
Usfortunately. with the corporative etete as with early
wan ft J2 the evil lust for power arisisg from the swdden
ponsefousteds of inbatent steengih and vitality which haa
aroved  an  overwhelming  temptation  aod | unaecated
mocality. The auggestion ™ yve shall be aa gods ™ bas been
moce seductive thao " ye shall be like

The natio sapiens, like homo zapiens, can only achlewve
compiete  aelf-FulBlwent through identlfication with the
etertal Sapeesttia @ aod we are tanght that ™ the wisdom
that i3 B abipve iy Acst pure, then poeceable, gentle xnd
a5y to be entreated, Bl of memy and good fruits. with-
out partiality, and without hypocoey ™ ?Iiil. i 17

The revulzion ageinst patienhood, whick (be erclng of
nationz has accasloned In many miada, whie nalural, i
really ap evidetce of apicitasl defear It i3 like calling
in guestion the salvahility of man. " Whe then con be
saved T must be answered alse im respect of nations,
“YWieh God all things are possible” "Sft muat acoept
pationhood as we must accept manbood as essental to t
terreateipl seheme for the mecomplishinent of a bigh pue-
pase.  The despalclag atbeck on natlonsl doverelgnty s
as futile a5 would be 2t attack on individual woivereigaty.
Mational right: are a5 sacved a3 individual righta: bt
rlghts must balance with responsibilities, Happincss is a
partnersfip of tiberty and lawr

Ir iz & herksy o deny the ealvability of nations, YWhat
we hawve to recagnine 1s thet thls aabsation is someching to
ke “wrorked ont” The working would ohviously be all
the praier ifF we had a nation-zatviour, one that kad fradden
the peth for us, lhved for us, and if tneed he saccificed
igelF for uve, Chue lost, anarchic condition demands a
{Christ-oation ta take sway the curae of disobedience, of
buse of our national geives, oo show us 8 pattern of
natlonal gedliness full of grage and teuth.



The Utopiao dreans of politécal thinkers are but a
prophetic vaicing of & longing For such an ideal of nation-
hoe<d, Becomiog ooers insistent with ench graver crisis.
Ged s not heedless of the ooy that has gooe up o Him.
aod He is moking ready a holy pation to be the world's
servant and deliverer.

YWhen we speak of the netlon beiog koly we have o
deftne the term, for In commem usege it expressza A
r-El:ig'Euus dedicaticn af a m}rstica] order, an abnormal ton-
centmmtion on the pureat essence of being, Yet the word
in its ¢tue meanoing. end as we shall wse i, implies no
deprivation of matural activitles apd behavienor, end we
rrust #iot b midled by these who have chosen the voad of
isplation and limitatipn in their «fgrts o achieve halinesa.
Holiness is the coanscicus direction of our pawers end
capacities fo the performance of their pure and proper
Fenction.  The moat exact machine cannot be hobye. for iE
i not in conscioys contml of its PUTpOTE. Thix Epp:l‘iﬂ
also to the Jower prganisms.  But men and nations hawve
the endowment te function conscioosly. thoogh it is stil]
only pertlally developed, and they can accordingly achicve
good ar evll results da the utillzatlon of thelr posseasione
and pobentialitie.

The hely nation, therefore. is one in which oot only are
the pacta kait together through the coltivetion of the groups
aoul, but inm which every activity of sationbosd & con-
sewoushy emploved far Its true end.

Thete are theee principal {unctisns, the uctine, the

tective, and the progressive.  Under the first are in-
cluded all activities an opecational character, thoze
which have to do with supply whether of personoel, set-
vices oar comniadiiies, Under the zecond ave wcluded all
activities for the preservation of health and harmany,
relating o saclal aod legisletive matters, trusteeship and
Corporate rv:n]:rm.-l.i[-.-i.]:il‘:}'. Under the third are iocluded all
educational and wocational activities, culture and develap-
ment,

It i3 ot difflcule to discem in the netlonal sense which
are holy and which are unhaly uzes of these functions, if
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the holy spicit is in ws ; but, [or example, it prtay be stated
that meldistributieon ds an unboly employment of the pro-
ductlve function, war & &m vihoby employmeot of the
protective funietion, and pecsecution s an waholy employ-
ment of the progressive function,

The primaty busibess of a haly nation % to &nuncate
and demopstrate the pure andmiam]:l:r functicn of every
povrer and capacity of nationbood,

Any nation on earth cao walk the pach of holiness If 1t
Is 50 minded. But kscwlng our weakness, and aor fear
te da the right thing becaome of its dpparent incnnwvesis
ences, Liod has appainted doe nation in particular to lead
the way.

Thia mation is at present nameless and in process of
conatitution : but in the sery near future it may begin to
function beceuse che dme has come for it to do so. s
netlemals and pobentlal sattonals are thaose iv all sountries
who are .I.‘ta.d*_,.' to atiswrer Fhe call to wegrld seovice to the
exteént of surreodering the citizenship and protection of
their ewn states [though not peceszarily their reaidence in
themi) and to dedicate their llves to a pew order of
pational expresalos.

The holy nedos will know #e bamders of e, ar
eeeed, of tecritory.  Ie wilil have integtity swithout locality,
gnwmmtnt without  party, and demition  witheanl
orinatian,

Ta speak of a nation in these terms may sound so ideal
as to be divorced altogether from reality. Yet the writer
dares to cleim that the only bope for the world lies In
makitg [t a reality ; and oaly those have & right to doubt
whao Belisve that the Kingdom of God can pever come on
garth, atd then they will be wrang. They will e wrong
because there i3 an unshakeo coofidence in man, the
comioen man. that aparchy most give place to order, in-
justice to |ustice, and distrust to goodwill. They will be
wroog becauwse there are more people in the world to-day
than ever before whe are willlng to mwake every sacriflee
for mnghteousoess sake



Latyg age, before slogena were regarded ss plthy
phrases to be inveoted in order to concentrate thought or
efort on a deslzed end, One in & certaln plase bald hig
emafl elrele of followera " The Piald i the Woeld.” And
gloce Ebat bmoe there have always been those who ook
thite words ag a cotimand and an ipcentive to waoscend
limitatigns and beoundaries in the determioation o
universalise the massage of prace.

All proceases must have thelr culmination, and this the
graodest of them akl, is fast nesring completion, The old
prophetic ooy s heard: “ Clpen ye the pakss, that the
|:| bteaus nat-nu which gu&rd_q the verltiey may eater in ™

sa xxvwiz 2.

]t is nat ]:lwlﬂﬂ agked, Can therg be 2 Wew Ordec ?
and Can there be World Peace 7 But it is being asked
What kind of Order § and What kind of Peace 7

There already exists a widespread recogmition of tmany
aapects of the musdon of the hu]'g.r nation, suppoging thet
auch a mation can be estahlished and accepred by the
world's governoiepts. What ofght seeve a5 a cade for it
has been devised by Me. H. . Wells and his committee in
the " Dreclaration of the Rights of Alan,” Clnbr those
who are studying the problema of peace and social bettee-
ment do mot yet for the most part speak of 8 pation: they
entriat the misslon to i inceenalonal authorlty, varioosly
noceived oi a focm of Federallam ar an extension of the
League of Mations, ot as & sacles of independent Wodld
Commissions,

The body to be created. io the opinion of the experts,
ig to be representative, oot distinctive, that i@ to =8y, itz
constituents eze to be nationals of the variouws stabes com-
bined it councik for ceraln apeclic undertaklngs wiich
can hest be dealt with by comman plansing for the mooe-
mon goeod.  Ttis in thix senze that the bedy iz to be intec.
national: it is Dot mon-aatiopal or svpra-matiomal. Al
the seme dme the body s to have a measzure of in-
dependent authordty by the voluotary delegaton to it by
the netiond of apectal powers some of which kave hitherto
been reaecved states @d EOVEISiQH precogaiives, so that
in effect the body is to be supec-national.
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In the eforts to define the interpational authotity there
is evident considerable conFusion of fhought, dus ba the
attempt o make io both indepesdent and mepresentative.
If the suthorlty bad onby to act in an advisory capac
no serlous difficulty would scse, but then also its wseful-
ness would be very slight. It is because it has to be
invested with plenpary powers that its nature and com-
pogiticn cause 50 much heartsearching, There 13 #he e
atinctive dread of creatiog a mooster, and the anxcety moe
to give full p]air' tor dvaley and jealousy thmuﬂh AttEmpts
oft the past af largec states to make the council an instr-
rient for self-aggrandisement.

It would appear that while jt iz caay to define the
sphares in WHicﬁ:an imteroational authotity could succesa-
Fulhy operate, and the purposes for whick it in essentlal,
there exists 5o much mlatrust of eny soch body as Lt bas
been Imaglned as to negative the praspect of lts praceical
af gacd A o

The miasian af the .ﬂ.ul'hurit]r Enmmtl'l.d:inﬂ' ittelf o mch

1t reazon and geod setse, it can owly be assumed that
there is 2 sezious fault io the coanceptions of its pature,

The Fuwlt is twofold. Tt consists. firstly. m the sop-
poaition that an internationmal avthority most be one o
which the mationa Jolntly particlpete, and, secondly, Lo the
bekef that it wost have coetcve powest to enforce
decisinn® om cecalcitratit stabed.

Facing the Faces of the situadion it iz cbvicus that the
kind of authonity most likely to sacored is one which
requives the minlmum of co-operation from the netionas
and interferes least with thelr affalra, Preferably it must
be able b establsh itaelf Endepn-.nrl&ntly and without an
]:m:]Im'm::r}" al world coblecencas, covehants ac pacts. I};
auch a thiog could be possible its members must be oo1ld
representative and world-minded. and without allegiance
to any country which could create 8 conflick of lovalties
and detract From fhe universal purpose of the authornity's
establishment. Then, he swihooity must have 90 parsot
a moml] and sthical basis as to =arn the admication of men
evervwhere, aud be so clearly beneficent in characier with
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4 pragramme solely of service as to secure ever wider
conaent to ity popasals and be voluntarily entrusted by
the nations with mandates end commasdons. Finally, It
must bave a coostitudon which makes i the pear and
equal of the nadon-atatis 20 thae deskitge with it can be
covducted through the aedivary machinéry of governs
ments agd diplomatic exchanges. MNeedless to say. it
must be unsupported by any physical force: ita functlon
being te win cespect For international law,

The concept of the bokr nation enewers to these require-
ments In every partcular as no other scet of ineernatienal
auﬂiﬁ:itr does o gcon. Ooce eace iy eqteblished no
abjetino to its iostitution would raistd im any guartter.
There are thousands of able men and women writh a
world cutlook in every profession and orcupation wha for
the good of humanity would be ready o apply For
naluralisation &z soon 23 thelr citizenship eould be
acoepted. Mither, except in point of fnthgoglity, wengld
ony state be deprived of the gsefulneay of these people,
aeeing that for the most part they would remain o it con-
tributing thelr guote towards Ma prosperity and well-
I:-ei.ﬂi]. They would be more than friendly allena. they
wauld b 2 comscience abd an Mspicaliod.

i[ these, herefors, who advecate an  itbersational
autharity will advocaie instead the baly nation. sat onl
their own difficulties will be removed, but theic pmpl:ls-ul?;
will gein in concretencas end practicability, while 3 whale
new iata of possibdiities will open owt before them.

Lzt us comaider some aspects of the work of ao inter-
natipnal antharity, as they have beimn imagined, and thele
reafization throwegh the holy matiom.  For this porpose we
may take the statemeots made «t four conferences om
Eeac-.‘: mired held under the zuspices of the Mational Prace

acil, and publlshed in 3 booklet uoder the title W har

Peace 7 For each conference session a gquestion-

naice had been p:nzpur::cl it adviweer to which the ﬁ-j:t-ui:-&'r

was reguired to express his viewa  We shall quote

exteacte from these views which bear on our subject. and
add our own coamments.



The Moral Baxis.

"1 do et think vou ¢an build a new interoational
order except on the conscious acceptance ol some moral
principles. 'We are Nving in a fool's paradies {f we thisk

we are going to get 8 worbd order without & moral baals
{ Dr. Hecherr G. E'w‘md 1

It ia one thing o accept cpordl principles and Quite
anather to live by them. Such prir:cijf:a were rocepted
in the preamble to the Covenant of the League of Matons.
but they were not implemented by the elgoatory Powers,
aelther was there aoy ecal efort to eevopsbioct oatiomal
life oo a motal baxis. Conseguently the pld evils returned
avd increastd. The holy pation will be guided v these
principles in all its activities, and thus ipitiate @ new
order which will eventually embrace the whole world,

Scierce and the Better Life.

“The promotion of scicotific knowledge and reseacch
la of interpational ioterest.  Scientiste are osturally
frepatient with the way in which the whale development
of owr polibeal grder bampers them at svery turw, and
here you have a great positive human ioterest in which
people of ewvery race and ewvery nabiom ace amited and
would be mote and more unlted UF only we gave them thedr
chanee, There ta endless seope here for co-operation of
a positive arder which ought ta enable us Lnazppl}- aglence
te the achievement of getbng od of degrading npoverty
and preventable discase. e pew international order
would make acientific men of every country feel that now

Lbey hed got their chance of giving their best to mankind
[ Dr. Hedbeoe GG, Wood 1.

Scisntists are pre-eminently men and women whoae jile
is dedicated w0 the seevice of all mapkind. The haly
mation will make them free of all cramping oeskiclons
and encourage and support them o all their work which
Iz For good. Armed with the pation's respected pa.sa.Eurt
and commission it Wil be posalble For reseacch weock to
be carvied out anywhess dn the world, The astlon will
also be truster for all pew treatments and dlseoverles,
ensuring that their beoclits are squally available {o all
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