Mondcivitan Republic,General Assembly,l971

REPORT BY THE ACTING PRESIDINT

This report has largely %6 be a personal one ag since the summer of
1967 1 have been in effective charge of the Republic's affairs,.

Our last elected Administration completed its term of office in that
year,and under normal conditionsg fresh. elections should have been held
in 1968,0ur circumstances at the time,however,made this impossible,

To explain the situation I have to begin with the need which had arisen
to secure mere permanent and adequate office premises.Under the last
Administration a freehold corner site had been acquired at 27 Delancey
Street oh which was a derelict building which it was decided could not
economically be reconditioned.Since there was alsc a shortage of
reasonable homes in the area the plan was formed to c¢reate a housing
association as one of our agencies,which would have as one of its
projects the rebuilding of 27 Delancey Street,to provide offices and
a comminity centre with flats above to be let at low rentals.This
enterprise required a large sum of moneysbut it had been ascertained
that the cost would be covered by a long term loan to our housing
association from the local Borough  Council,Unfortunately,at the
critical moment a change in local government organisation took place,
and the rewly created Borough of Camden was only prepared to advance
about 65% instead of 100 ,leaving the Association to find some £15,000.
Neverthelesgs,the decision was taken to go ahead and to seek tc raise the
money by appeal..

The aim was labdable,but the sffects were serious for the Commonwealth,
firgt because most of the energies of our Administrative officers were
diverted to the urgent task of fund raising,and second because for a
prolonged period we had to move our office to a small basement room some
distance away.In the eveni,when building cperations were started with the
help of gifts and loans secured;most of the money had not been found,

In this emergency the Management of the Housing Association turned to
me;and I provided s series of subgtantial interest free loans to keep
congtruction moving.Bven so,the Housing Association with so muach more
money still needed was ready in desperation to close down,default on its
debts,and leave our Commonwealth without a headquarters.This could not
be permitted,and aided by PFrieda Bacon and others I had to take upon my
shoulders the additional burden of finding ways to cover the heavy
deficit.Through fresh appeals supplemented by very considerable personal
donationg from my own resources the difficulties were progressively over-
comesbut it was not until 1570 that we could begin to see daylight,and
even now we still require about £4,000 to achieve complete success.

To revert to 1967.The cutgoing Administration of the Commonwealth left
behind a state of considerable chaos and uncertainty.Through partial
disruption of communications and letters going astray a number of our
cltizens,especially in other lands,were in doubt whether we were still
functioning.We were not able to use the oflice at 27 Delancey Street
until the swmer of 1968.Everything had to be put in order so that we
could recommence activity.
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alucu me,lhere were alap twe past Presidents and members of our bupsuue
Council,PFrieda Bacon and Anthony Brooke,with whom I could consult.They
encouraged me to remain in charge as acting-President,which virtually
meant deing everything,until such time as it was practicable to convene a
General Assembly to create a new Administration.Thus with all my own
work to do as an suthor and lecturer I had fo undertake additionally
major respongibilities for the Commonwealth;the World Service Trust

and the Housing Asazociation at an age when many men would be retiring,
But believing profcundly in the c- :se we gerve there was nothing else I
could do,

My first task was to reopen communication by letter and by restarting
our magazine The World Citizen .Little by little all the lost gropnd was
recorered.Many citizens with whom we had lost contact were traced and
thankfully resumed their support,and new applications began to come in,
One of our earliest citizens Fanny Butterfield was willing to resume
service as Treasurer-General,and two of our Community Commissioners,Ethel
Wrags and Jack Nutley,backed me up with their efforts and confidence.l
mizt also pay tribute tc¢ my dear wife Helens,and to all those citizens
who gave service wnd finance to enable us to gather strengih.But we still
had to reach out to make ocur undertaking more widely known.

To this end,among other steps,I set to work on writing The Politics of
God,a book which would bring th~ Mondcivitan Republic to the notice of the
readership I had beon able to interest as an aubhor.The volume was publighed
in Great Britain in July 197¢ and in the United States in April 1971,and
has been bringing uve not a few enquiries and additional citizens,The &fects
will be multiplied when the book appears in paperback in May 1972.Already
in 1963,however,it was possible to see that we could now proceed with prepa-~
rations for th.: General Assembly,and we were most fortunate in the Spring
of 1970 to obtain the full time services of Peter Walter as Administrative
Sacretary.Young as he is,and all the better for that,his capabilities and
conscientiousness have been a tower of strength.

Durinz the period under survey,1967-1971,we were able,thanks to the responso

of several citizens,to create information centres in various countries,We
maintained and increased links with relevant organisations,research aad
aducational bedies,and were represented at International conferences,
Meetings of societies and colleges were addressed ,and latterly especially
in the United States,l have been able to speak sbout the Commonwealth on
many radio and television programmes.We have also had a number of Press
notices.Thus our name and sims have been receiving a fair amount of
publicity and have begun 1o attract both young people and a growing number
of individuals of high qualifications and attainments.

Our internal circumstances necessarily limited our activities in the
international sphereibut we have devoted particular attention to the
kitdle Eaast.Our Commissioner there,Joseph Abileah,has energetically
promoted our peace proposals and I have been able myself to make some conbre
ibution,particularly in the report I made to the Government of Israel when
I was their gicet in August 1967.

We have not neglected the field of practical service,and our World Sexvice
Trust has been active in the relief of suffering.Help was given to Arasb
refugecs,to victims of the earthquake disas*ers in Sicily and Turkey,and of
the drought in Bihar.






