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REPORT BY THE ACTING PRESIDENT

This report has largely to be a personal one as since the summer of
1967 I have been in effective charge of the Republic's affairs.

Our last elected Administration completed its term of office in that
year, and under normal conditions fresh, elections should have been held
in 1968. Our circumstances at the time, however, made this impossible.

To explain the situation I have to begin with the need which had arisen
to secure more permanent and adequate office premises. Under the last
Administration a freehold corner site had been acquired at 27 Delancey
Street on which was a derelict building which it was decided could not
economically be reconditioned. Since there was also a shortage of
reasonable homes in the area the plan was formed to create a housing
association as one of our agencies, which would have as one of its
projects the rebuilding of 27 Delancey Street, to provide offices and
a community centre with flats above to be let at low rentals. This
enterprise required a large sum of money; but it had been ascertained
that the cost would be covered by a long term loan to our housing
association from the local Borough Council. Unfortunately, at the
critical moment a change in local government organisation took place,
and the newly created Borough of Camden was only prepared to advance
about 65% instead of 100%, leaving the Association to find some £15,000.
Nevertheless, the decision was taken to go ahead and to seek to raise the
money by appeal.

The aim was laudable, but the effects were serious for the Commonwealth,
first because most of the energies of our Administrative officers were
diverted to the urgent task of fund raising, and second because for a
prolonged period we had to move our office to a small basement room some
distance away. In the event, when building operations were started with the
help of gifts and loans secured, most of the money had not been found.

In this emergency the Management of the Housing Association turned to
me, and I provided a series of substantial interest free loans to keep
construction moving. Even so, the Housing Association with so much more
money still needed was ready in desperation to close down, default on its
debts, and leave our Commonwealth without a headquarters. This could not
be permitted, and aided by Frieda Bacon and others I had to take upon my
shoulders the additional burden of finding ways to cover the heavy
deficit. Through fresh appeals supplemented by very considerable personal
donations from my own resources the difficulties were progressively over-
come but it was not until 1970 that we could begin to see daylight, and
even now we still require about £4,OOO to achieve complete success.

To revert to 1967. The outgoing Administration of the Commonwealth left
behind a state of considerable chaos and uncertainty. Through partial
disruption of communications and letters going astray a number of our
citizens, especially in other lands, were in doubt whether we were still
functioning. We were not able to use the office at 27 Delancey Street
until the summer of 1968. Everything had to be put in order so that we
could recommence activity.



aided me. There were alas two past Presidents and members of our
Council, Frieda Bacon and Anthony Brooke, with whom I could consult. They
encouraged me to remain in charge as acting-President, which virtually
meant doing everything, until such time as it was practicable to convene a
General Assembly to create a new Administration. Thus with all my own
work to do as an author and lecturer I had to undertake additionally
major responsibilities for the Commonwealth, the World Service Trust
and the Housing Association at an age when many men would be retiring.
But believing profoundly in the cause we serve there was nothing else I
could do.

My first task was to reopen communication by letter and by restarting
our magazine The World Citizen Little by little all the lost ground was
recovered. Many citizens with whom we had lost contact were traced and
thankfully resumed their support, and new applications began to come in.
One of our earliest citizens Fanny Butterfield was willing to resume
service as Treasurer-General, and two of our Community Commissioners, Ethel
Wragg and Jack Nutley, backed me up with their efforts and confidence. I
must also pay tribute to my dear wife Helene, and to all those citizens
who gave service and finance to enable us to gather strength. But we still
had to reach out to make our undertaking more widely known.

To this end, among other steps, I set to work on writing The Politics of
God, a book which would bring the Mondcivitan Republic to the notice of the
readership I had been able to interest as an author. The volume was published
in Great Britain in July 1970 and in the United States in April 1971, and
has been bringing, us not a few enquiries and additional citizens. The defects
will be multiplied when the book appears in paperback in May 1972. Already
in 1969, however, it was possible to see that we could now proceed with prepa-
rations for this General Assembly, and we were most fortunate in the Spring
of 1970 to obtain the full time services of Peter Walter as Administrative
Secretary. Young as he is, and all the better for that, his capabilities and
conscientiousness have been a tower of strength.

During the period under survey,1967-1971, we were able, thanks to the response
of several citizens, to create information centres in various countries. We
maintained and increased links with relevant organisations, research and
educational bodies, and were represented at International conferences.
Meetings of societies and colleges were addressed ,and latterly especially
in the United States, I have been able to speak about the Commonwealth on
many radio and television programmes. We have also had a number of Press
notices. Thus our name and aims have been receiving a fair amount of
publicity and have begun to attract both young people and a growing number
of individuals of high qualifications and attainments.

Our internal circumstances necessarily limited our activities in the
international sphere; but we have devoted particular attention to the
Middle East. Our Commissioner there, Joseph Abileah, has energetically
promoted our peace proposals and I have been able myself to make some contr-
ibution, particularly in the report I made to the Government of Israel when
I was their guest in August 1967.

We have not neglected the field of practical service, and our World Service
Trust has been active in the relief of suffering. Help was given to Arab
refugees, to victims of the earthquake disasters in Sicily and Turkey, and of
the drought in Bihar.



Recently,due to the initiative of Peter Walter, the World Service Trust
was the sponsor of a concert which raised more than £700 to aid destitute
people of East Pakistan. We are very conscious that the work of our World
Service Trust is of major importance. It certifies our concern with humanity
in a manner which everyone can appreciate, and therefore helps to attract
to the Commonwealth of World Citizens those able to give effect to the
other and more difficult aspects of our service to mankind. We have had
under pressing consideration ways and means of expanding the activities
of the Trust to embrace eventually a universal impartial relief and reha-
bilitation, structure. Some initial possibilities have been explored and
will bo laid before this Assembly.

In preparation for this Assembly we have been reviewing every aspect of
our enterprise and taking certain steps of a constructive nature which will
contribute to substantial progress in the immediate future. These will be
brought before you, but I may mention here that there has been made avail-
able to us the valuable cooperation of a public relations firm which we
believe will be of the greatest possible assistance, and we also have plans
for creating a Mondcivitan Foundation,and for holding regional Assemblies
in different parts of the world to stimulate citizen participation in these
areas.

Having overcome the grave handicaps to which I referred at the beginning
of this report, the most conspicuous deficiency which has still to be met
is that of a fully fledged organisation and administrative structure spread
throughout all the lands where Mondcivitans exist at the present time.
We cannot achieve this simply by central planning. Our weakness hitherto
has been the lack of active local groups of citizens, both to witness for
us energetically and to share in the responsibility for the furthering
of all aspects of our enterprise. We shall not really get off the ground
and make the Mondcivitan Republic meaningful and beneficial to peoples
and governments without at the very least ten times the number of citizens
we have at present, with such citizens able and eager to establish centres
of mutual cooperation and communication. Our London office should be
as much as anything a coordinating and overall planning instrument for a
, network of largely autonomous and self-sustaining communities as visualised
in our constitution. It is not the Constitution which has been at fault: it
has been the half-heartedness of our Mondcivitan consciousness, and this
is what most urgently calls for remedy.

My personal duty, made more imperative by advancing age, was to assure so
far as lay in my power that when I handed over my charge there would be
a Commonwealth of World Citizens in good health and in good heart To an
appreciable extent I believe I have succeeded. There are now at least firm
foundations laid on which we have to build courageously. It would be wrong
not to face the fact that we have difficulties, the most serious being that
we are not yet integrated as a people with a fully-developed sense of our
corporate status and function. We are still an organisation instead of an
organisms cannot continue, and we must no longer be milk-and-water
Mondcivitans, diluting and fighting shy of our plainly stated character
and purpose. Our experiences have been made abundantly clear that we cannot
afford the luxury of the lukewarm and the distracting and confusing
influences of those whose minds are dominantly set on other courses they
would wish us to follow. We would prefer to win them over, but if we cannot
we must make it evident that we intend to proceed as planned and continually
proclaimed.


